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DIRECTORATE FOR QUALITY AND STANDARDS IN EDUCATION 

Department for Curriculum Management  

Educational Assessment Unit 
 

Annual Examinations for Secondary Schools 2015 
 

FORM 4 SOCIAL STUDIES (GENERAL) TIME: 1h 30min 
 

 

Name: _____________________________________                                   Class: _______________ 

 

This examination paper consists of FIVE Sections (A, B, C, D and E). Students are requested 

to attempt ALL Sections. Marks for each Section appear between brackets. 
 

Section A: Choose by marking the correct answer. 
 

1.  The quaternary sector is 

a.   the one in charge of harvesting potatoes 

b.   that of research  

c. the one which employs most workers                 

 

2.  Irregular immigration means  

a.  people who come for a holiday to our country 

b.  people who arrive in our country without necessary documents 

c.  people who leave our country for another country      

 

3.  A tourist is 

a.  someone who travels to a country for good 

b.  someone who travels to a country for work 

c.  someone who travels for a holiday 

  

4.  A totalitarian state is 

a.  a country which is ruled by one ruler  

b.  a country which respects the rights and liberties of all its citizens 

c.  a country which respects its citizens’ right to vote 

  

5.  The secondary sector is that   

a.   where workers extract natural resources from land, air or sea 

b.   where a finished product is manufactured from natural resources 

c.   where a service is provided 

 

6.  A fortress economy  

a.  gets its money from tourists who visit in order to see the fortresses in Malta 

b.  gets its money through tourism 

c.  gets money for offering services related to security and war 

 

7.  A duty is something 

a.  which others expect from you 

b.  you cannot receive  

c.  that is your due 
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8.  Workers’ participation means that 

a.   workers skive work together 

b.   workers socialise together 

c.   workers are involved in the decision taking regarding the running of the company 

 

9.   Eco-tourism 

a.  causes a lot of harm to the environment  

b.  attracts people who appreciate the environment 

c.  is that practised by irresponsible tourists 

 

10.  A democratic parliamentary system 

a.  is run by a dictator 

b.  is run by a government elected by the people and aided by the opposition 

c.  is run by a monarch    

                                                                                                                       (10 marks) 

 

Section B: Read carefully the following passage and then answer ALL the questions that 

follow. 

People’s influence on our environment does not take place only in some particular time. We who 

are living today, are also leaving our impact on our lifestyle. But, apart from this, we are enjoying 

or suffering  the impact our forefathers left on our way of life. Therefore, we speak of culture not 

only as a living thing which is taking place and developing daily; we are speaking also about our 

cultural heritage, something we found ready made before we, the present generation started to leave 

our own impact on it.  

This means that we are speaking of changes as well as about stability. We are talking about things 

which have been with us for a long time, others which are changing today and maybe are being 

changed even by ourselves. We are talking about a culture which had been a mono-culture but 

which is becoming more and more a multi-culture. 

Extract adapted from Investigating Social Studies by Godfrey Baldacchino 

Questions 

1. What do we understand by the phrase Maltese lifestyle?                                                    (2) 

2. Name the THREE  factors influencing Maltese lifestyles today. Give an example for each. (6) 

3. Why do we say that Malta is becoming multi-cultural?                                                      (2) 

4. Name THREE past leisure activities and THREE present forms of leisure activities.     (6) 

5. Give FIVE examples of things we have started to find in Malta but which are not typically 

Maltese.                                                                                                                                (5) 

6. What are the advantages and disadvantages of a multi-culture in a country? Give TWO 

examples for each of these.                                                                                                  (4)   

                                                                                                                                   (25 marks) 
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Section C: Answer ALL the following questions. 

 

1. Mention FIVE rights a citizen enjoys in a democracy.                   (5) 

2. What are industrial relations and who are the social partners involved in these 

relations?                                                                                                                             (5) 

3. What is a union? In whose name does a union negotiate? Give TWO examples of unions in 

Malta.                                                                                                                             (5) 

4. Mention FIVE things that a worker should use to enjoy safety at the place of work.     (5)  

5. What is a cooperative? Name THREE cooperatives we find in Malta.           (5)  

 

                                                                                                                                   (25 marks) 

 

Section D: Write a  paragraph of around 150 words about  ONE of the following. 

 

1. Explain the positive and negative effects of irregular immigration on Maltese lifestyles.  

2. Previously the majority of people used to work in the primary sector whilst nowadays          

more people work in the tertiary sector. What do you think brought about such a change? 

3. Pressure groups play a very important role in a democratic society. Do you agree with this?  

Why? 

                                                                                                                                   (15 marks) 

 

Section E: Choose ONE of the following titles and write around 250 words about it. 

 

1. Leisure time activities have changed drastically over time. Write in detail about the changes 

and say what brought these about.                                          

2. Write about industrial zones and name both positive and negative impacts these leave on                                                                                             

the country.                                                                   

3. Malta depends a lot on importation because we do not have many natural resources, so what 

compensates for this? Where do we get the money to buy from other countries?   

4. Local Councils play a very important role in the running of our country. Write in detail        

about the work and responsibilities the Local Councils have in our localities.            

                                  (25 marks) 

 

                                                                                                                        Total: 100 marks 


